The management of dysphagia in jugular foramen surgery.
From 1985-1994, the Skull Base Unit at St. Vincent's Hospital, Sydney, operated on 61 patients with tumours involving the jugular foramen. Pre-operative assessment by a Speech Pathologist and the institution of swallowing techniques prior to surgery have improved post-operative morbidity. Ancillary procedures at the time of surgery were not required in the majority of cases. An individual assessment of each patient early in the postoperative period was found to be more important with regard to the benefits of supplementary surgery. The majority of patients with dysphagia settled with conservative management and only a few underwent ancillary surgery. It is perceived that the cortical and subcortical control of swallowing is a major factor in the rehabilitation of these patients.